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under the Military’s Brutal Repression
OPERATION ANAWRAHTA: FUELLING
THE RESISTANCE

B

ased on the patterns and tactics used in past Myanmar
military operations, the National Unity Government (NUG)
predicted that the junta’s forces would launch major offensives
in the stronghold regions of the People’s Defence Forces (PDFs)
at the end of the monsoon season. As expected, the coup leaders
launched a clearance operation codenamed “Operation Anawrahta”
in the Sagaing and Magway regions, as well as Chin state in late
October, and there are indications that this may be larger than other
clearance operations over the last 70 years, which have displaced
and destroyed entire communities.

DOES THE JUNTA HAVE SUFFICIENT RESOURCES TO QUASH
THE RESISTANCE?
Some analysts predict that the military coup leaders could
eventually overthrow the people's resistance based on the
military’s air power, armoured and artillery units, and manpower.
But others question whether the junta has sufficient resources to
employ against the people’s resistance, given the sheer scale and
geographical breadth of the opposition campaign.
In the past, when the Myanmar military planned a major
offensive against a particular ethnic armed group, it usually
undertook negotiations aimed at temporary ceasefires in other
conflict areas. At present, the junta forces will continue to be
stretched thinly across many battlefronts at any given time, when
the morale of its troops is already low. In addition, an offensive
in one part of the country could lead to more resistance activities
in other parts of the country. Bomb explosions are occurring
not only in major cities like Yangon, Mandalay and Naypyitaw,
but also in smaller upcountry towns, as are ambushes on army
convoys; there are gun battles in Magway and Sagaing regions,
and across the country, assassinations of suspected military
informants.

THE JUNTA IS MAKING ENEMIES IN ALL CORNERS.
In recent days, the world has seen the junta’s forces setting fire to
the small hill town of Thantlang in Chin State. Until the late 1980s,
the Chin people were very proud of being a ‘non-rebel’ ethnic
group in Myanmar. There was a time in the Myanmar military,
when the Chin battalions were famous for their combat powers.
Now the military junta’s horrific violence against the Chin people
has incited hatred and resentment from the Chin toward the
junta. Similarly, in the Sagaing, Magway and Mandalay regions,
where the population is predominantly Burman, the military
junta has forced the locals to make a choice between death or
taking up arms against them. In recent weeks, locations in Chin
and Sagaing areas have been targeted by airstrikes as the junta’s
ground forces have struggled to deal with the resistance attacks.

“We are fighting in the spirit of victory over the
military council. We have no home to return to.
We are away from our families. We will put an end
to this war and put an end to this military council
so that we and our descendants can live in peace.
I am fighting with the intention of winning.”
- Zaw Htet (Battalion 6, Karenni National Defense Force)

MERGING THE CAPABILITY OF THE PEOPLE’S
RESISTANCE
Nearly two months after the proclamation of the People’s
Revolution, the NUG’s Ministry of Defence, has formed the
Central Command and Coordination Committee (C3C) in
collaboration with Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs). In
addition to merging their military capabilities for the resistance,
the PDF and EAOs are now gearing up to crush the junta’s iron
discipline that insulates its soldiers from their actions. In fact
we are beginning to see cracks in their iron discipline, collateral
damage of the 9-month long repression of the people and the
increasing civilian casualties. The corrosive demoralization is
impacting on army rank-and-file and junior officers.

“Today, Burmese soldiers are easily defeated, and
the detainees do not want to return to their area after
being released. Previously, they fought bravely for
the sake of the country. This is no longer the case
today.”
– A Senior Official of Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)

Source: AAPP, 1 November 2021

PO Box 8091 | BLACKTOWN | NSW 2148 | AUSTRALIA

1

People's Resistance Movement in Myanmar
300
250
200
150
100
50
0

Armed conflicts
with EAOs/allies

Local armed
resistance
June

July

SAC personnel
assassinated
August

September

Bomb blast

Violence by SAC
Forces

October

The diagram shows that conflict
between the junta’s forces and local
armed resistance has greatly increased,
as have bomb blasts against junta
related targets and assassinations of
SAC personnel. At the same time
there has been a small increase in
armed conflict with EAOs.

(Source: NUG, Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration)

THE FOUR-CUTS STRATEGY IS
COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE

T

he coup leaders are still using the same notorious counterinsurgency strategy known as the ‘four-cuts’ strategy (cut
funding, food, intelligence, and recruits) that has been used for
decades. Violent cruelty is the hallmark of the strategy, and it has
encouraged the ethnic armed forces to continue their fight against
the Myanmar military for 70 years due to the victims’ strong
desire to take revenge on the military and resist the brutality.
Similarly, the four-cut strategy today gives rise to the people’s
desire to fight back against the junta’s forces even if it means
losing their life. The PDFs are increasing day by day with a strong
commitment to end the military dictatorship in Myanmar. Even
women have joined the resistance.

“I was waiting to see when it [the crisis] would
end. Later, I made the decision to join the armed
struggle for the people, for our children. I came here
determined to fight to the end.”
– A Female PDF Member, Pekhon (Karenni State)

As a result of the brutality against its own people, there are no
new students at the once very popular military academies. The
military’s training schools are also short of new recruits. While
the junta is attempting to stop the finance going to the PDFs, the
people are in turn refusing to pay taxes and revenue to the junta,
and have boycotted junta-owned businesses, and the junta-run
lottery. Despite the fact that locals are being arrested and killed in
order to deter them from supporting or joining the PDFs, in the
Sagaing region, military evacuations are occurring and battalions
are now being airlifted into and out of the remote bases due to
insecurity on the roads.

CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAGEMENT WITH THE MYANMAR
MILITARY: IS IT STILL APPROPRIATE?
A narrative - “The military will win one day, therefore
maintain contact with them and take a constructive approach
to change their behaviour”. It is now considered irrelevant
and extremely unrealistic to think that a positive relationship
with the military will engender a believe in human rights,
democracy and federalism on the part of the military. The
February 1 coup d'état and the way the junta has treated its
own people, who peacefully showed their rejection of the
coup, clearly reveals the junta’s real attitudes and beliefs.

“ The military’s tactics were similar to those used
by Islamic State, or Isis, in Iraq.”
- Chris Sidoti of SAC-M

The military junta is currently amassing troops in preparation
for an escalation of the slaughter. Frustrated by its failure, the
military has defaulted to the methods it knows best - terrorism
and brutality. The international community will be forced to
bear witness to what follows, as it has in the past - murder,
torture, sexual violence, disappearances, and displacement,
potentially on an unprecedented scale in modern Myanmar.

In the eyes of the people of Myanmar,
the military is more like an occupying force,
not a protector of the people like it’s
supposed to be.
– Tom Andrews, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Myanmar.
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INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR MYANMAR WAR
CRIMINALS: RESPONSIBILITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY
The world saw the burning of Thantlang, a small hill town in
Chin State, yesterday. This is just the beginning of Operation
Anawrahta. We have witnessed the Rohingya exodus as a
result of the Myanmar military's cleansing operation in 2017.
For the people in Sagaing, Magway and Mandalay regions,
they have nowhere to take refuge, and therefore must either
succumb to, or fight the Anawrahta cleansing operation.
Myanmar is asking if the world will be passive onlookers or
show kindness towards their fellow human beings and take
steps to protect the population from the violence of the junta.
On 20 August 2021, the NUG lodged a declaration with the
International Criminal Court (ICC) accepting the court’s
jurisdiction with respect to all international crimes in Myanmar
since 2002. The NUG’s decision offers a path to justice for the
victims of war crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide in
Myanmar. The international community should urge the
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) to accept
the NUG’s declaration granting the ICC jurisdiction.

MYANMAR CRISIS: BECOMING A
REGIONAL SECURITY THREAT

THE JUNTA’S POSSIBLE RESPONSES
There are two possible responses regarding the Myanmar
military junta vis a vis ASEAN:
The first is that a progressive faction of the junta may think
being a member of ASEAN can help Myanmar to deflect
pressure from the international community. In the wake of the
Cyclone Nargis crisis in 2008, the junta utilised ASEAN
successfully to reduce international pressure. If this approach
is adopted, the Myanmar military junta will interact and
cooperate with ASEAN a little more than before with the aim
of gaining more time with which to crush over the anti-coup
movement.
The second is that a conservative faction of the military
junta may think that being in ASEAN is useless and resign
themselves to increased external pressure. If this second
approach prevails, Myanmar will pay no attention to the
efforts by ASEAN and, like General Ne Win's socialist era,
the junta could return to complete isolation.

“If Senior General Min Aung Hlaing truly cares
about his country’s future, he must step down and
hand the Tatmadaw’s power over to the civilian
government in line with the will of the people,”
- Christine Burgener, The UN Special Envoy for Myanmar

T

THE LANGUAGE THE MYANMAR MILITARY JUNTA
UNDERSTANDS

The ASEAN leaders gathered for the 38th and 39th ASEAN
Summits on 26 October 2021 and called on Myanmar military
junta to fulfil its commitment to the 5-Point Consensus and
acceptance for the timely and complete implementation including
by facilitating the visit of the Special Envoy to Myanmar to build
trust and confidence with full access to all parties concerned. The
ASEAN leaders reaffirmed they remain committed to support
Myanmar in its efforts to return to normalcy in accordance with
the will of the people of Myanmar.

There is only one language that the coup leaders understand
and that is ‘pressure’. Looking at ASEAN's efforts to resolve
the Myanmar crisis since February, the ASEAN community
alone is unlikely to put enough pressure on the junta. If the
UN General Assembly sets up an international tribunal for the
war crimes committed by the junta; if the international
community blocks the huge oil and gas revenue flow to the
junta; if the international community were to officially
recognise the NUG and set up formal relations; if the UN is
able to send a peacekeeping force to Myanmar to end the
violence committed by the junta; only then will normality be
restored to Myanmar, as well as stability in the region. The
people of Myanmar are determined to pay every cost to end
the coup, bring justice, and rebuild the nation with democratic
and human rights norms.

he ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ statement on 16 October
mentions the importance of upholding the principles enshrined
in the ASEAN Charter while at the same time acknowledging that
the situation in Myanmar was having an impact on regional
security as well as the unity, credibility and centrality of ASEAN,
as a rules-based organisation.

The NUG expresses its appreciation to ASEAN member states for
their continued efforts to resolve the military junta-induced crises
in Myanmar. The NUG stands ready to partner with ASEAN in
restoring democracy to Myanmar and stability to the Southeast
Asia region. These crises- political, economic, humanitarian, and
human rights - constitute a grave threat to regional security and
the interests of ASEAN Members and their populations.

“I do not see a stable nor viable future for Myanmar
under the leadership of the commander-in-chief and
the Tatmadaw,”
- Christine Burgener, The U.N. Special Envoy for Myanmar

The junta has said no meeting will be allowed with the State
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win
Myint, who is charged with multiple offences. Cambodia, the
incoming chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), will push Myanmar’s military rulers to open
dialogue with its opponents, its foreign minister told Reuters
on Thursday, 28 October. He also said that “while we all
respect the principle of non-interference into domestic affairs
of member states, the situation in Myanmar continues to be a
subject of grave concern.”
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HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCY

THE NUG’S COMMITMENT
In line with the 5-Point Consensus, the NUG has expressed its
commitment to working with ASEAN to secure the delivery
of urgently needed humanitarian assistance while the military
junta is doing everything possible to undermine ASEAN
including sabotage the Special Envoy's efforts. The junta has
weaponized COVID-19 with a deadly intent that threatens the
entire region.
In the six months since the formation of the NUG, the Ministry
of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management
(MoHADM) has provided a total of 1.5 billion kyats in
humanitarian assistance which includes 587 million kyats for
internally displaced people (IDP) and vulnerable community,
750 million kyat for food security and 135 million kyat for
other humanitarian assistance.

(Source: Thantlang,

hill town Chin State)

The photo taken by locals in Thantlang, Chin State, of the
atrocities committed by the Myanmar military junta’s forces,
shows nearly the entire town engulfed in flames. Currently, over
100 buildings including civilian homes, places of worship, and
businesses have been burned to the ground, and hundreds have
been displaced and are hiding in the jungle with no shelter and no
resources. Chin State has been subjected to an extreme campaign
of violence and terror by the genocidal military terrorists as a
result of the bloody coup. This is not due to any wrongdoing on
the part of the people of Chin State. Rather, this is happening
because the brave people of Chin State have stood strong in their
struggle for their freedom, democracy, faith, and human rights.
This all-out assault on innocent civilians with heavy battlefield
weapons clearly demonstrates that this abhorrent and inhumane
military junta will stop at absolutely nothing in their quest to
destroy the Myanmar people’s hopes for freedom and a genuine
federal democracy.

A total of 346 million kyat has been provided for humanitarian
assistance throughout the country since the commencement of
the people’s resistance movement against the junta including
71 million kyat for IDP. The ministry is continuing to provide
assistance to areas currently experiencing the military junta’s
offensive operations.

Humanitarian corridor urgently needed
As the junta continues to slaughter innocent civilians, destroy
entire communities, and prevent aid from getting to those who
need it, the international community must take immediate
and decisive action to create a humanitarian corridor to allow
for the safe transit of humanitarian aid and IDP. Words –
condemnation of the junta’s actions - will have zero effect,
as has been proven time and time again. The only viable
response is unified, coordinated action from the international
community as a whole, in order to put an end to this horrible
genocide against the population of Myanmar.
Months after Myanmar’s military coup, NGO and aid
operations are still in limbo with resources scant, staff scattered,
and funding inaccessible. The coup has had dire humanitarian
consequences on the people of Myanmar, and an impending
mass onslaught by the military is set to make the situation
much worse. The anticipated indiscriminate ground attacks,
heavy artillery, and air strikes have led to warnings of mass
atrocities that could kill and displace thousands more.

ASEAN AHA Centre
As part of the ASEAN 5-point consensus, the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management
(AHA Centre) has raised the equivalent of almost USD 8 million
in monetary pledges and in-kind contributions of medicines, medical supplies and equipment. The first batch of medical equipment
and supplies were handed over to the Myanmar Red Cross Society
(MRCS) on 15 September 2021 for immediate distribution to the
identified medical facilities in support of Myanmar’s COVID-19
response.
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